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Abstract 

 

It highlights the negative dangers on the abuse of drug and the awareness the broadcast media 

creates on drug abuse. This study aligns itself with the Hypodermic Theory and the Social Learning 

Theory. Drug Abuse continuous to be a major risk with its complications which has become a 

problem across the globe. Drugs are useful to the wellbeing of everyone. Despite its positive use, 

its abuse becomes a menace to the society, hence consumers of different drugs like heroine, 

codeine, marijuana, narcotics has led to certain health impairment such as Hepatitis, Heart Attack, 

Dental health problems (cavities and gum disease), Mental health issues such as anxiety and 

depression. Cancer, Respiratory Infections, Neurological Problems causing incapacitation and 

even death. Research continues to show adolescents and youths are the highest consumers of drugs. 

It is therefore proper that the broadcast media should as a matter of urgency give accelerated 

sensitization to the publics on the negative effect of drug abuse, that the three tiers of government 

with stakeholders in the business of drugs must see the need the declare a state of emergency on 

the inherent dangers associated with drug abuse. In the light of this, there is still a need to see the 

menace as a health problem which should be approached with a human face rather than completely 

treating it as a criminal matter. Keywords: Drugs, Drug Abuse, Bullet Theory, Broadcast Media 

and Campaign.  
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Introduction:  

 

Mass Media are forms of communication that uses technology to reach a large audience. Mass 

media performs three functions these functions are information, education and entertainment. The 

mass media has the capacity and potential to solve social problems. According to conventional 

wisdom, it could be possible to get people to use broadcast media to get people to act on behalf of 

their health and well-being or do the right thing. To be disconnected from information is to cease 

to exist (Enemuo, Ezeanyi & Ezeaka 2019).  

 

The use of broadcast media to reduce health problems in the society dates back to the 1970s with 

an initial focus on improving cardio vascular health. Its positive outcome necessitated by the first 

campaign led to further use in diverse areas such as heart disease, cancer, HIV/AIDS prevention, 

family planning and domestic violence.  

 

Since the 1970s till date, broadcast media have increasingly been utilized to prevent and raise 

awareness about the use of tobacco, alcohol and illicit drugs. These platforms have specially 

targeted young people to address substance use, aiming to reduce consumption and highlight the 

associated problems 

 

According to Ogbu and Akintoye (2017) wrote that the history of human race has been the history 

of substance abuse before the 1980s, the consumption of mind altering substance Predominantly 

was limited to the elders, especially in traditional societies when they performed special 

community functions like rituals and other ceremonies.  

 

Drug abuse has become a great clog in the wheel of Edo State Development. The recent increase 

in the number of illegal drug production facilities uncovered and the volume of illicit drugs seized 

is indicative of the growing role of the Edo State as a hotbed related to illicit drug trafficking in 

the Niger Delta region. 

 

The widespread production and trafficking of illicit drugs can undermine legitimate economic 

activities and intensify insecurity within the State. This could have significant socio-economic and 
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political repercussions in the State. Drug abuse is a prevailing global public health concern which 

has been identified to have diverse and devastating effects in the society (Ezeaka, Nwodu & 

Agbanu 2022).  

 

In 2021, Afeno Super Odomovo conducted a study on drug abuse and addiction in the Niger Delta, 

with a particular focus on illicit drug trafficking and abuse in Edo State. According to the 

researcher, over 25% of reported cases of illicit drug trafficking in the Niger Delta between 2018 

and 2020 occurred in Edo State. 

 

In the first quarter of 2021, officials of the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) 

reportedly arrested over 100 drug trafficking suspects and seized more than 238,000 kilograms of 

illicit drugs in Edo State. In February 2021, for instance, NDLEA officials reportedly raided four 

cannabis warehouses, arrested seven drug trafficking suspects and seized over 16,000 bags of 

cannabis at a forest in Ukpuje community, Esan West LGA. 

 

In May, NDLEA officials reportedly apprehended two male suspects and confiscated 17 bags of 

cannabis in Egbeta-Okada community, Ovia North East LGA. In June, a 30-year-old man was 

arrested by NDLEA operatives in Ekpoma community, Esan West LGA, for dealing in crack 

cocaine. The Edo State Command of the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) 

reported convicting 67 drug traffickers in 2023, all of whom were arrested between January and 

December of that year. 

 

The adverse effects of drug use, among other related issues, prompted the United Nations (UN) 

Office on Drugs and Crime to designate June 26th as the International Day Against Drug Abuse 

and Illicit Trafficking. This day aims to promote stronger action and cooperation in building a 

society free from drug abuse. 

 

Objectives of the Study: 

 

The objectives of this study are:  
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1. To explore the role of broadcast media in educating and enlightening the people of Edo 

State about drug abuse. 

 

2. To identify the challenges faced by broadcast media in raising awareness about drug abuse. 

 

3. To evaluate the policies implemented to combat drug abuse in Edo State. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

 

This study is grounded in the Hypodermic Theory and the Social Learning Theory of Mass 

Communication. These theories were selected due to their relevance to the study's focus on 

sustaining broadcast media campaigns against drug abuse in Edo State, Nigeria. 

 

Hypodermic Needle Theory 

 

The Hypodermic Needle Theory, also known as the Magic Bullet Theory, was proposed by Katz 

and Lazarsfeld in 1955. This theory suggests that mass media exerts a direct, immediate, and 

powerful influence on its audience. During the 1940s and 1950s, mass media was widely regarded 

as a significant force in driving behavioral changes. It is a liners directional and like being injected 

into a hypodermic needle. The theory considers only one option, that the audience is passive and 

what they see they will act out or believe. According to Agbanu (2013) it is assumed that the media 

messages affect just like the content of the syringe which when injected into an individual has a 

direct effect. He further adds that the theory is one of the earliest mass communication theories.  

 

In the context of this study, the Hypodermic theory is adopted in the sense that it talks about the 

effect the media has on its audience; wielding such powerful effects can positively change the 

minds of people towards the existence of drugs in the society especially in Edo State.  
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Social Learning Theory Social Learning Theory 

Social Learning Theory explains social behavior by proposing that individuals can acquire new 

behaviors through observation and imitation of others. It asserts that learning is a cognitive process 

occurring within a social context and can take place purely through observation or direct 

instruction, even without motor reproduction or direct reinforcement. 

 

In addition to observing behavior, individuals also learn by watching the rewards and punishments 

associated with certain actions, a process known as vicarious reinforcement. When a behavior is 

consistently rewarded, it is likely to persist, while behavior that is repeatedly punished is likely to 

diminish. This theory extends traditional behavioral theories, which focus solely on reinforcement, 

by emphasizing the role of internal cognitive processes in learning. Albert Bandura is widely 

recognized for his contributions to the development of this theory. 

 

For this study, Social Learning Theory is adopted as it highlights how individuals, particularly 

through media portrayals, learn behaviors, attitudes, and their consequences by observing others. 

 

Media often depicts drug use (either glamorized or negatively), and these portrayals can influence 

individuals decisions to use or avoid drugs. This is so because if media glorifies drug use, viewers 

especially youths may likely imitate this behaviour as in this case Edo State.  

 

 

Literature Review  

Okoye (2001) defines a drug as any substance that can cause changes in biological and 

physiological functions through chemical actions. Balogun (2006) describes a drug as a substance 

that alters an organism’s perceptions, cognition, mood, behavior, and overall body functions. 

According to Petters (2015), drugs are substances capable of modifying both the body and mind's 

functionality. 

 

Nnachi (2007) further explains that drugs can be seen as chemical agents that modify living tissues 

and produce physiological and behavioral changes. In pharmacology, a drug is typically a chemical 

substance with a known structure that, when administered to a living organism, induces a 
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biological effect. The National Cancer Institute defines a drug as any substance, other than food, 

used to prevent, diagnose, treat, or relieve symptoms of a disease or abnormal condition. Drugs 

can also influence the brain and body, causing changes in mood, awareness, thoughts, feelings, or 

behavior. 

 

Given these definitions, some types of drugs can be abused or lead to addiction. 

 

Drug Abuse 

 

Drug abuse is defined as the excessive or improper use of a drug, with or without prior medical 

diagnosis from a qualified healthcare professional (Lakhanpal & Agnihotri, 2007). Oluremi (2012) 

highlights that drug abuse involves the harmful use of substances that alter normal bodily 

functions. 

 

The World Health Organization (WHO) defines drug abuse as the harmful use of psychoactive 

substances, such as alcohol and illicit drugs. Ismail (2023) describes drug abuse as the intentional 

use of chemical substances for purposes other than their intended medical use, leading to physical, 

mental, emotional, or social impairment in the user. 

 

Drug abuse is a prevailing global public health concern which has been identified to have diverse 

and devastating effects in the society (Ezeaka, Nwodu & Agbanu 2022). Drug abuse is a rapidly 

growing global problem. (Lakhanpal et al, 2007). The problem of drug abuse places a significant 

threat to the social, health, economic fabrics of families, societies and the entire nation.  

 

Nearly every country worldwide is impacted by the abuse of at least one type of drug among its 

citizens. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC, 2007) reports that the global 

rise in drug abuse has led to significant problems, including increased violence and crime, a rise 

in health issues such as Hepatitis B and C, the spread of HIV/AIDS, the collapse of veins, and the 

deterioration of social structures. 

 

In fact, a perceived increase in the prevalence of drugs abuse globally has been observed. In 2017, 
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drug users’ represent approximately 0.9% of the world’s population, 3.3 million deaths occur due 

to alcohol abuse while 31 million people are documented to have suffered from massive drug 

overdose. WHO 2019, reports that more than 2.6 million people in the 10 to 24 years age bracket 

die yearly from drug and substance abuse.  

 

Nigeria is currently facing significant challenges with widespread drug and substance abuse, 

despite the adoption of the National Drug Policy in 1990, which aimed to address issues related to 

drug availability, supply, and distribution. A report from the United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime reveals that 14.4% (approximately 14.3 million) of Nigerians between the ages of 15 and 

16 years are involved in drug abuse. The report further indicates that alcohol has the highest 

persistence rates, with cannabis being the most commonly abused illicit drug. This alarming rise 

in drug abuse led to the establishment of the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) 

in 1990 and the National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC) in 

1993. 

 

The report highlights regional variations in drug abuse, with the North West of Nigeria recording 

the highest prevalence at 37.5%, followed by the South West at 17.3%, South East at 13.3%, North 

Central at 11.7%, and the North East at 8.5% (Fotso et al., 2011). Alemika (2006) notes that the 

most abused substances in both rural and urban populations include cannabis (10.8%), 

psychotropic drugs like benzodiazepines and amphetamines (10.6%), heroin (1.6%), and cocaine 

(1.4%). According to the study, the male population constitutes 94.2% of drug users, while females 

account for only 5.8%. Enamhe (2021) emphasizes that drug abuse exposes youth to a range of 

diseases that can lead to early death, including cardiovascular disease, lung cancer, tuberculosis, 

and psychomatic disorders. The increasing prevalence of drug abuse is becoming a major public 

health concern in Nigeria. 

 

As the most populous nation in Africa, Nigeria has gained a negative reputation as a hub for drug 

trafficking and use, particularly among its youth. Abubakar et al. (2021) report that there is 

growing concern from the public, religious leaders, health professionals, teachers, regulatory 

agencies, and parents about the rise in drug abuse. According to Abubakar et al. (2021), addressing 

this issue requires the identification of evidence-based data from epidemiological studies to assess 



  Vol. 6 (1) 2024 

8 
 

ISSN:1597-4200 

the extent of the problem. Much of the information about drug abuse in Nigeria is widely 

disseminated through the media. 

 

Broadcast Media 

 

Globally, broadcast media plays a crucial role as an agent of socialization and a tool for social 

change, particularly as people increasingly rely on media messages. Broadcast media refers to 

electronic devices used to collect and share various forms of information with the public, 

regardless of geographical location.  

 

Broadcast media has long been a key agent of socialization and a powerful tool for social change, 

particularly as people increasingly rely on its messages. Media refers to electronic devices that 

collect and distribute all types of information to the public, regardless of geographic location 

(Nnamani, 2017). According to Nnamani, the media plays a crucial role in disseminating 

information to educate and raise awareness on important issues, such as drug abuse. Broadcast 

media involves the delivery of audio-visual content to audiences across time and space 

simultaneously (Ozima et al., 2023). Folarin (2006) defines broadcasting as the intentional 

presentation of information. 

 

According to Nnamani (2017), quoting Okoye (2009), broadcasting media consists of electronic 

devices that transmit audiovisual signals from the studio through a transmitter into the air. Ozima 

et al. (2023) assert that broadcasting remains a key tool for informal education, particularly in areas 

that address the developmental needs of different regions, such as agricultural practices, public 

health, personal hygiene, nutrition, and community organization. 

 

Ismail (2023) highlights that broadcast media plays a vital role in societies, with its influence being 

immeasurable. He categorizes media into three types: broadcast, social, and print media. When 

evaluating the broadcast media's role in campaigns against drug abuse in Edo State, Nigeria, it is 

clear that these media outlets have been effective in raising awareness and combating the issue. 

 

A wide range of programs on broadcast media has been dedicated to addressing the risks and 
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dangers of drug abuse. On Channels Television, the NDLEA reported that its operatives had seized 

over 44,948kg of illicit drugs across Lagos, Edo, and Ondo States. The agency's Director of Media 

and Advocacy, Mr. Femi Babafemi, a seasoned journalist, shared this information. 

 

In April 2023, Arise Television reported that the NDLEA and the Nigerian Customs Service (NCS) 

had signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to collaborate in combating drug trafficking 

in the country. Additionally, the NDLEA now airs a program on the NTA network every Monday 

from 5:30 pm to 6:00 pm, updating the public on their activities and those of other stations. 

 

Recently, broadcast media widely reported the interception of a couple, Kazeem Owoalade and 

his wife Rashidat Owoalade, who were allegedly running a cocaine cartel from India and are 

currently on the run. Additionally, AIT reported that NDLEA operatives had seized large 

shipments of cocaine-based syrup and synthetic cannabis with an estimated street value of over 2 

billion naira, intercepted in Port Harcourt, Onne, and at Murtala Mohammed International Airport 

in Ikeja. 

 

The Independent Television and Radio (ITV) also reported that the Edo State Government (EDSG) 

and the NDLEA have agreed to strengthen their collaboration in tackling the sale and consumption 

of illicit drugs. Both parties have committed to enhancing their strategies to combat the drug 

menace in the state, a development that was covered by all broadcast platforms in Edo State. 

 

Therefore, it is essential for broadcast media to increase their efforts in combating drug abuse by 

consistently educating the public on the importance of avoiding drugs. Furthermore, Abubakar 

Ibrahim Jatau (2021) outlined several strategies that the Federal Government could adopt to 

prevent drug abuse in Nigeria. He emphasized that the NDLEA has been conducting nationwide 

enforcement operations to seize illicit drugs and arrest drug offenders in communities, along with 

running sensitization programs, providing rehabilitation, and enhancing border patrols to curb drug 

trafficking into and out of Nigeria. 

 

The 2019 NDLEA report revealed that over the past decade, a total of 56,745,795.555 kg of drugs 

were seized, 85,058 individuals were arrested for drug-related offenses, and 16,937 cases led to 
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convictions (Abdallah 2019). Additionally, Akinkiotu E (2020) noted that the Federal 

Government, through the Pharmacists Council of Nigeria (PCN), which regulates the practice of 

pharmacy in the country, banned the operation of open drug markets to help sanitize the drug 

distribution system in Nigeria. 

 

The PCN also forbids unlicensed individuals from handling drugs, particularly prescription 

medications and controlled substances. The National Agency for Food and Drug Administration 

and Control (NAFDAC), a Federal government agency, has banned the production, importation, 

and sale of codeine and codeine-containing syrups in Nigeria without a valid prescription. 

 

In 2018, NAFDAC closed down several pharmaceutical companies involved in the manufacturing 

of codeine-containing syrups. Additional measures by the Federal Government include the 

creation of the National Drug Control Master Plan (NDCMP), a comprehensive national 

framework designed to address the multifaceted issues of drug trafficking, production, cultivation, 

and abuse in Nigeria. 

 

In 2018, the Federal Government established the Presidential Advisory Committee for the 

Elimination of Drug Abuse in Nigeria. The committee was tasked with advising the government 

on strategies to reduce the growing problem of drug abuse in the country. However, literature 

suggests that the issue may continue to escalate in Nigeria due to political interference in law 

enforcement and a lack of political will. 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations: 

 

Drug abuse has become a significant problem in Edo State, Nigeria, reaching alarming levels. 

Reports indicate that approximately 70% of patients in the state's Neuro-Psychiatric hospital in 

Benin City are seeking treatment due to issues related to marijuana use, among others. To address 

this, it is recommended that drug education be integrated into the educational curriculum, and 

counseling centers should be established across the three senatorial districts in the state. 

 

According to the World Health Organization (2002), commonly abused substances include 
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cannabis sativa (marijuana or Indian hemp), cocaine, heroin, morphine, opium, tobacco, alcohol, 

and others. The sale and consumption of these substances have led to significant problems within 

Nigerian society and internationally (Ekpenyong, 2012). 

 

The NDLEA Command in Edo State must take all necessary actions to curb the sale of these 

harmful substances. In conclusion, the study recommends that the general public continue to 

engage with educational programs on broadcast media to increase awareness of the dangers of 

drug abuse and encourage reporting of suspicious activities to law enforcement agencies. 
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